
 

VJJ/KMC 
 
14 July 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we approach the end of term, I wanted to write to you to express my gratitude for the support 
you have shown the school this academic year. This has been a challenging year for everyone and 
there is no doubt that the resilience shown by the school community in that time has been 
remarkable. Our students have amazed us with their engagement and adaptability to the new 
systems and ideas we have had to introduce and there is no doubt that, despite the challenges of 
this year, they have made progress with their learning. The support and positive comments we have 
received from parents and carers have really helped to keep us going during this difficult time and I 
would like to thank you all for this. 
 
I am hopeful that we will be able to return to a normal way of life in school in September and our 
planning for the new academic year has been done with this aim in mind. 
 
End of Term Arrangements 
The last day of the school year is Friday 16th July. As usual we will be finishing early at 1.15pm and 
students should go straight home. We have arranged for school transport to collect students at this 
time. 
 
Start of Term Arrangements 
The government has issued new guidance to schools about how schools should prepare for 
September. The guidance can be found using the following link: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/999689/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_FINAL.pdf 
 
As you may be aware from the reports in the press, schools have been told by the Department for 
Education to prepare to carry out mass testing of students at the start of the new academic year. All 
students will be offered two Lateral Flow tests at school. The rationale behind this is that students 
will not have been tested over the summer and on-site testing will mean that positive cases can be 
identified and isolated, reducing the chances of transmission within the school. 
 
The first test will be offered as students return to school and the second will be 3-5 days later. In 
order to be able to manage this testing, there will be a staggered start for students in September. 
We are planning for students to return at the following times: 
Year 7  Thursday 2 September  
Year 8  Friday 3 September 
Year 9   Monday 6 September 
Year 10  Friday 3 September 
Year 11  Thursday 2 September 
Year12/13 Testing will be offered Wednesday 1 September from 1pm and  
students will return to school on Thursday 2 September 
 
If your child is in a year group that isn’t back on Thursday 2 September, remote learning will be 
delivered via Firefly. 
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The guidance on close contacts is also changing in September. Children under the age of 18 will not 
have to self-isolate if they are a close contact of a positive person unless they develop symptoms. 
Instead, if a child does come into close contact with a positive case, they will be advised to take a 
PCR test. Contact tracing will be done by NHS Track and Trace, rather than the school. 
 
18-year-olds will be treated in the same way as children until 4 months after their 18th birthday, to 
allow them the opportunity to get fully vaccinated. They will then be subject to the same rules as 
adults and so if they choose not to get vaccinated, they will need to self-isolate if identified as a 
close contact. 
 
We are planning for the school to return to as much normality as possible in September. However, 
we will be keeping a close eye on the local situation over the summer holidays and I will write to you 
in late August with details of the testing programme and how the school will operate in September. 
We will continue to do all we can to ensure students and staff are kept as safe as possible whilst 
balancing this against the need to get children’s education back to normal. 
 
Goodbyes 
We are saying goodbye at the end of this year to the following staff: 
Miss J Adam (Teacher of English) 
Miss G Baronello (Cover Supervisor) 
Mrs E May (Teacher of Psychology) 
Mrs S Robinson (Teacher of Science)  
Miss H Tweedie (Teaching Assistant)  
Mrs M Yano-Stevenson (Admin Assistant) 
Mr M Worthington (Teacher of Maths) 
 
On behalf of the whole school community I would like to thank them for all their hard work during 
their time at Caldew School. A special thank you must go to Mrs Robinson who is retiring after 29 
years. Mrs Robinson has taught Science, Agriculture and Animal Care and her enthusiasm and 
dedication will be missed. 
 
And Hellos 
In September we will be welcoming the following new staff to the school. 
Miss L Fraser  Head of Year 8 (current Year7) and Teacher of ICT/Citizenship 
Mr M Gaunt  Assistant Head of Sixth Form and Teacher of Maths 
Miss S Turpin  Teacher of Science and Geography 
Miss S Robertson Teacher of Science 
Miss T Smith  Teacher of Psychology 
Mrs J Cass  Teacher of Food (Maternity Cover) 
Miss G McGeough Teacher of DT (Maternity Cover) 
Mr T Oates  Teaching Assistant 
Miss C Simpson  Teaching Assistant 
Miss N Leiba  Communications Administration Assistant 
 
Lateral Flow Testing Over the Summer 
The Department for Education has informed us that the twice weekly lateral flow testing programme 
will be paused over the summer holidays. When students return to school in September they will be 
issued with new kits and are encouraged to carry out home testing until the end of September. At 
this point the home testing programme will be reviewed by the Government. 
 
 



Holidays 
If you are going abroad over the summer please can you make sure that you check the quarantine 
rules for the country you are visiting. Depending on the country you are visiting your child may have 
to quarantine. If this is the case they may not be able to return to school until the quarantine period 
is over. Details can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-quarantine-when-you-arrive-in-england 
 
Heads of Year for Next Academic Year 
In September, there are some changes in our Heads of Year team. The following staff will be leading 
each year group: 
Year 7  Miss J Atkinson 
Year 8  Mrs L Fraser 
Year 9  Mr B McArdle 
Year 10  Mr C Clarke 
Year 11  Miss H Howson 
Year 12/13 Mr A James (Head of Sixth Form) and Mr M Gaunt (Assistant Head of Sixth Form) 
 
Term Dates 2021-22 
The term dates for the new school year are attached to this letter. Please note that next year, an 
additional bank holiday has been added on Friday 3 June 2022 to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee.  As this additional bank holiday falls in half term, the DfE has indicated that schools will need 
to allocate an additional day’s holiday next academic year. The decision as to when this day will be 
will be taken in September. We will be looking at when other schools in the local area are planning 
to allocate this day and we will also need to consider the timing of the external exams that take 
place in May/June. The external exam timetable has not yet been published. I will let you know 
about this date as soon as I can. 
 
Phones in School 
One of the measures that was brought in due to the pandemic was the ban on the use of mobile 
phones and ear phones. This has brought some real benefits to the school community. We have 
noticed that students talk to each other more and play more at breaks and lunchtimes. We are also 
dealing with fewer incidents involving mobile phones during the school day. You may have also seen 
in the press that the Secretary of State for Education has indicated that the banning of mobile 
phones in school has a role in improving behaviour. There is evidence about the negative impact of 
mobile phones and social media on children’s mental health and the benefits that time away from 
screens brings. With all these things in mind, we have decided to continue with the ban on mobile 
phones and ear phones next academic year. 
 
This means that mobile phones and ear phones cannot be used on the school site and if they are 
brought into school they must be kept in bags. If mobile phones or ear phones are seen, they will be 
confiscated.  
 
Results Days  
We have written separately to Year 11, 12 and Year 13 parents/ carers about the arrangements for 
collecting exam results and the appeals process. This can also be found on our web site at  
https://www.caldew.cumbria.sch.uk/students/exam-notices/ 
 
As a reminder, the results days take place as follows: 
A Level results will be published on Tuesday 10 August from 8.30am  
GCSE results will be published on Thursday 12 August from 8.30am 
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Summer Holiday Activities 
In school, we will be running a summer school for some of our new Year 7 students. Transition 
activities for the new Year 7 were disrupted and we hope that our summer school will help our new 
students feel more confident about starting their secondary school careers. 
 
Cumbria County Council has put together a Cumbria Holiday Activity Programme which has a wide 
range of exciting activities on offer to suit all age ranges and interests, from firefighter experiences 
and drama & dance workshops to visiting the zoo and football academies. With a focus on having 
fun and being healthy, there is also a range of multi-sports, outdoor activities and plenty of 
opportunities to get closer to nature. Children and young people will have the opportunity to enjoy 
fun activities that will enable them to develop new skills, take part in creative and physical activities, 
learn about food and cooking and enjoy free nutritious meals each day. If you are interested in your 
child being involved more details can be found using the following link: 
https://cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/childrenandfamilies/cfis/holidayactivity/holidayactivities.a
sp 
 
Year 7 Transition 
We are delighted that we are oversubscribed in Year 7 in September and have 177 students joining 
our new Year 7. We were really disappointed that we could not hold our normal transition activities 
for our new Year 7 students. Unfortunately, this year we have had to hold a virtual event instead of 
welcoming new students and parents/carers to the school. This virtual event can be found at: 
https://www.caldew.cumbria.sch.uk/Year-6-Transition/ 
 
Prospective Students 
I know that current Year 5 students and their parents/carers will be starting to consider what 
secondary schools they will be applying for.  To try and help these parents/carers and students to 
get to know Caldew School, there is an information page on our website 
https://www.caldew.cumbria.sch.uk/Year-5-Intake/ 
 
We are planning to hold our Open Evening for prospective students and parents/ carers on Thursday 
23 September 2021. Our school prospectus has been distributed to primary schools. If you have not 
received one and would like a copy please contact the school reception. 
 
I hope that you all have a lovely summer and I look forward to working with you in the new school 
year. 
 
Your sincerely 
 

 
 
Vicki Jackson 
Headteacher 
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